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1) A total of 37 aftershocks of above magnitude 5.0 were recorded after the initial 

magnitude 7.5 was recorded on 26 Feb 2018, 0044hrs UTC+7 (AHA Centre DMRS) 

2) The earthquakes occur largely along the fault lines and are recorded in the highlands 

and remote areas of PNG, resulting in landslides and impeding communications. 

Quake assessment is affected and death toll is at least 15 with dozens injured. 4 oil and 

gas fields have halt work as a result of the earthquake.

3) Indonesian Disaster Management Agency (BNPB) is coordinating with local authorities 

in Papua on the damage and impact assessment.

4) Immediate needs of victims are 1) food, 2) water supply, 3) Medical services 

(personnel, equipment and medicines)

5) However, minor damage was reported in Mindiptanah, Waropko and Arimop districts in 

Boven Digoel Regency (BNPB, 27 Feb 2018):

• Mindiptanah district: 4 houses, 1 mosque and 1 health center

• Waropko district: 2 houses, 1 water service building;

• Arimop district: 1 house, 1 school and 1 district office;

• Remote field conditions, limited accessibility and difficult communication 

networks inhibit data collection.

http://dmrs.ahacentre.org/dmrs/
https://bnpb.go.id/belum-ada-laporan-korban-dan-kerusakan-dari-gempa-76-sr-gempa-bumi-di-papua
https://bnpb.go.id/kondisi-medan-jadi-kendala-penanganan-darurat-pascagempa-boven-digoel
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• Accurately forcasting earthquakes is practically impossible but analysis of past data by geologists 

revealed some distinctive patterns.

• According to Bendick and Bilham’s research letter published on Aug 2017, they stated the 

following key points:

 Large earthquakes are synchronized;

 Therefore, the likelihood of earthquakes with particular characteristics varies in time in a 

quantifiable way;

 Changes in length of day can excite sets of earthquakes with short renewal intervals.

• Bilham commented that their study suggests that there is going to be an increase in intense 

earthquakes in the coming year as the correlation between the Earth’s rotation and earthquake 

activity is strong.

• However, this does not mean that 2018 will be a year marked by increased intense earthquakes. 

• US Geological Survey explained that a temporary increase or decrease in seismicity is part of 

the normal fluctuation of earthquake rates.  Neither an increase or decrease worldwide is a 

positive indication that a large earthquake is imminent.

• In layman terms, we need to understand that any movement along fault lines will create 

resultant movement along other fault lines.

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/2017GL074934/epdf?referrer_access_token=rNcMeE9GtnEOvpq8mZOrAk4keas67K9QMdWULTWMo8OSvAsLEBfxHKk77yB6SFsJHcErrW6SWPzKuSQjVujLi_Iu4GpW3LHc8e988DzDvEc-5E-nIM3hd0BI_0wog1sqONPw4hESQbRWop_lp7uQIgnbyKSopgnVaTKA48pyb2loNaNvz5EhpaiaHa2Fika5y95LACwWxR1bRsY2kk1M23nnzBoZZqs01q186dmTs3DALqf-mtyjHU1paUgq3VWF284PLevTkGMClZTnw2uStA%3D%3D
https://www.usgs.gov/faqs/why-are-we-having-so-many-earthquakes-has-naturally-occurring-earthquake-activity-been?qt-news_science_products=0#qt-news_science_products

